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FRIENDS OF JOHN PAUL II FOUNDATION, INC.
Metropolitan Washington, DC Chapter

Since the inception of the Friends of John Paul II Foundation as an accredited Chapter on November 5, 1985 within the Archdiocese of Washington, DC, we have been able to undertake many outstanding programs.  We are blessed with many talented and capable members that have devoted their time and efforts to expand and grow our Chapter and to continue the great legacy of Saint John Paul II.   We have been able to expand our horizons and incorporate new technology.

Our Mission and Purpose
· Perpetuate the legacy, ideals and teachings of Saint John Paul II.
· Financially support the Foundation in Rome with donations from:  Life and Supporting Membership, Year End Giving, Memorial and Special Occasion and Events.

Membership Summary
Annual membership varies each year between 165 and 185 members.  The fluctuation in membership is due primarily to our aging members.  Our efforts now are to attract younger individuals to participate in new or existing Legacy programs. *See Legacy Educational section below.

On Going Activities
·  Celebrate Saint John Paul II’s important dates with a special event:  Birthday, May 18; Elected Pope, October 16; and date of his canonization to Sainthood, April 27.
Publish and mail to our members and friends a semi-annual Newsletter with news and events about Saint John Paul II, news from the Foundation in Rome and our Chapter events. Newsletters are located on the web site www.jp2friends.org. (Newsletters)
·  Conduct an annual Year End Giving campaign to raise additional funds.  Since the inception of this campaign in 2005, almost $40,000 additional donations have been received and sent to the Foundation in Rome.
· Updated our Chapter’s brochure to reflect the Canonization of Pope John Paul II, added more details about John Paul II and photographs.
·  Continue to work with the Polish American Arts Association of Washington, DC (PAAA), the Foreign Ministry of Poland and the Polish American Congress- Charitable Foundation to receive Grants that will enable us to fund our Legacy projects.
·  Established a working relationship with the Knights of Columbus at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine. A new 500 seat church called Redeemer of Man and a Luminous Mysteries Chapel have been completed. 
· The new museum exhibit called A Gift of Love: The Life of Saint John Paul II is beautifully done and it is outstanding, A great tribute to a great Saint!
· Sponsored in the metropolitan area Diocesan Catholic Schools, a Saint John Paul II Art Contest for students in grades 6, 7 and 8th.  Monetary prizes were awarded to a student for the best drawing; a prize to a teacher for promoting the classroom art work and also to school for encouraging schools to participate.  The results and copies of the art work will be featured in the newsletter.  
· Future Activities 
· Develop a partnership with colleges and universities to develop courses of studies about Saint John Paul II.  
· Expand the educational opportunities for religious education teachers and adult education educators to use our posters, book marks and leaflets for their teaching projects. 
· To continue to work cooperatively with The National Polish Apostolate promoting pilgrimages at the St. John Paul II National Shrine.
· Technology
Web Site -- We are continually improving and updating our www.  jp2friends.org web site with the most current information about Saint John Paul II to  include events from the Foundation in Rome,  recent articles, photographs, chapter events and links to other sites that relate to Saint John Paul II.   The web site has proven to be a very valuable asset to our organization.

      Legacy Educational Completed Projects:
· Introduced in the metropolitan area Diocesan Catholic Schools, a Saint John Paul II Art Contest for students in grades 6, 7 and 8th.  Monetary prizes were awarded to a student for the best drawing; a prize to a teacher for promoting the classroom art work and also to a school who promoted it in the entire school.
· Developed and published two leaflets that can be viewed on our web site. www.jp2friends.org. 	Your own copies can be made from the web site-“Interesting Facts about John Paul II” and “Relics 	of Saint John Paul II-History, Function and Miracles”. A Power Point presentation on the relics 	leaflet with a voice over is available on the DVD from the Friends of John Paul II. 
· Partner each year with the American Council for Polish Culture (ACPC) and participate in their Polish Perspectives Exhibit at the National Conference for Social Studies.  Each year over 4,000 educators attend this annual conference that is held in different major US cities.  We distribute our John Paul II brochures, posters, pamphlets, book marks, and DVD’s - “The Nine Days that Changed 	the World”. The lesson plan accompanying the DVD. (Located on the ACPC web site: www.polishcultureacpc.org can be  download- Lesson plan# 4. “Story of John Paul II.”
· Continue distributing educational materials, books, posters, and book marks of St. John Paul II to the local Metropolitan area Catholic Schools in these Dioceses:  Washington, DC, Arlington, VA ,and Baltimore, MD


2015 Events
· A Saint John Paul II Lecture was held on Wednesday, April 22 and given by Archbishop J. Augustine DiNoia, O.P.  This new program was a joint venture with the Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception at the Dominican House of Studies in Washington, DC.  We were very excited about this event as it attracted the religious students, professors, clergy, and students from universities in the local area, our members and friends.  To continue to spread the great legacy of Saint John Paul II, it is very important to educate young people about our great Pope.  They are the ones that will go out into the world and spread the Legacy to future generations.
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· Two bronze busts of Saint John Paul II have been finished by a local sculptor, Gordon Kray.  They will be installed at the Saint John Paul II Seminary in 2016. The Columbus School of Law Library at The Catholic University of America in Washington, DC had a special dedication ceremony on October 18, 2015 to unveil one bust.  

HISTORIAL PERSPECTIVES

The chapter of the Friend of John Paul II was founded an accredited within the Archdiocese of Washington on November 5, 1985, Walter Zachariasiewicz was the driving force that established this local chapter.  Our purpose and objectives are to perpetuate the legacy, ideals and teachings of Saint John Paul II and financially support the Foundation in Rome, Italy.
On October 18, 2015, The Washington DC Chapter of the Friends of John Paul II celebrated its 30th Anniversary and Unveiled a Bronze Bust of Saint John Paul II at the Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America. 
OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
A brief 20 year history is presented from Mary Flanagan 
For those of you who remember receiving the news that Cardinal Wojtyla was elected Pope, you will remember where you were at the time and the jubilation. I was at work in Congressman Nedzi’s office on the Hill when I received several phone calls congratulating me and the Congressman on the election of a Pope from Poland. Why they called, I have no idea except that I think they just wanted to spread the news and share the joy. As time went on, that joy and admiration turned to great affection and love for the Pontiff. 
In gratitude, it was decided to found a home to house the Pope’s Foundation and a pilgrim’s center. The money was raised all over the world. Nowhere were the people more thrilled than in Poland. Their existence under Communism was very bleak and now there was a ray of hope. Thousands of Communist Bloc people flocked to Rome to see the Pope. Since they were not allowed by their government to take much money out of the country, Rome’s parks and fields were filled with campers who could not afford a place to stay. So the Pope wanted a pilgrim home as well as his library etc. 
There is a passage in Stendhal’s book “The Red and The Black" that describes two deer in a forest, a shot rings out and one of the deer falls dead. The other deer has no idea how or why his companion died, he only can associate a sound with the incident. So, we cannot understand God’s plan. We can only go by what we know, which is very limited.
In retrospect we can more clearly see God’s will at work. He has carefully chosen the path He wants each of us to follow and the right person to do so. Karol Wojtyla chose to follow the path open to him, surviving the dangers of Nazi occupied Poland, and persecution by the Communists. By following God’s will he ended up in Rome as Pope at a time when the Church needed a leader who would rescue the oppressed countries of the Communist bloc from oppression and the annihilation of Judeo-Christians.
To this further end, John Paul II established a Center at the University of Lublin in Poland where students from the former Soviet Bloc were given scholarships. In this way, the Pope hoped to create a new intelligentsia based on Judeo/Christian principles who would return to their native countries and become a base of Christian culture.
When our affiliate group of the Friends of John Paul II Foundation began, we raised funds for the Foundation and sent all except seed money to Rome for the Pope’s disposition. After his death , we shifted our goals to not only support the Foundation in Rome but to continue his programs here. 
St. John Paul II laid the groundwork for his work to continue. In 2001 he raised a little known -outside his circle, Archbishop Jorge Mario Bergoglio to Cardinal, thus placing him in the position to later become Pope Francis.
God created us to know, love and serve Him. He presents us with the opportunity to do His will as we daily pray "Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven". Unfortunately, He also gave us a free will and often we choose the easier path rather than the one open for us. Fortunately, He still loves us.
So, we in the Foundation’s Affiliate continue not only St. John Paul’s programs but hopefully, God’s own plan to keep our country safe from those forces that would take away our religious heritage and we have many signs of their making in-roads in that direction. All our achievements to date have been accomplished through the generosity of our members with their funds and tireless work. And I can assure you it was all a work of love of God and John Paul.
 THE LAST 10 YEARS - 2005 TO 2015

Remarks by:  President, Gloria Klepczynski
Since 2005 (our 20th anniversary), we have been blessed with many dedicated and talented members.  With their great leadership and efforts, we have been able to expand and develop new programs that focus on perpetuating the legacy of our great Pope and Saint John Paul II to a younger generation.
In addition to continuing our annual events and especially our Annual Fund Raiser, Wadowice-on-the- Potomac, new outreach programs were developed for our local Diocesan Schools in the Washington, DC, Arlington and Baltimore areas.  These projects were included in our Chapter’s John Paul II Legacy initiatives and included development of Pamphlets about John Paul II, the Relics of John Paul II, special prayer cards, book marks, posters, photographs, and a Chapter brochure about our organization.  One of our projects this year was an art contest for middle school students in the Diocesan Schools about Saint John Paul II.  This legacy project was very well received and proved to be an extremely successful way to educate a younger group of students about the teachings and person of Saint John Paul II.  Our Spring 2015 Lecture at the Dominican House of Studies with our Speaker, Archbishop J. Augustine DiNoia, O.P., from Rome was outstanding and more than 270 people attended from all age groups.  It was amazing to see how a younger group of individuals -- students, religious, teachers, etc., are so eager to learn more about his legacy, teachings and life.
Associating and developing relationships with local religious organizations, universities and schools as well as individuals and scholars (religious and lay) that are followers of Saint John Paul II are important for the future of our Chapter and the Foundation.  Our goal is to find new ways to perpetuate the legacy and teachings of Saint John Paul II by working together with other organizations and people.  
I would like to inform you that we have been financially supporting the Foundation in Rome each year.  We have been blessed with additional funds from an estate and have invested the proceeds carefully.  
In the next few days, we will be sending the John Paul II Foundation our Chapter’s 2015 check in the amount of $30,000.00.  We have already given over $10,000 this year to support the Foundation for a total of $40,000.00 for the year 2015.  And, over the past three years, we have given almost $100,000 to the Rome Foundation. 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
4,000 Educators attend this conference 

Those teachers who teach history, geography, civics, holocaust studies, elementary teachers, enjoy the items exhibited in the booth. A comprehensive CD is included as a giveaway educational item. 
Notable Poles were featured in this year’s booth as it was the Canonization of Poland’s own 
Pope Saint John Paul II, and the year of Jan Karski 

THESE PHOTOS REFLECT OUR ACTIVITIES DISTRIBUTING 
OUR POSTERS, BOOKMARKS AND MANNING EXHIBITS
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Exhibit Booth in International Alley at the National Social Studies Conference
	St. John Paul II Book Marks
	St. John Paul II Poster
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